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this change there is no justification, since
the traditional text gives an unimpeachable
progression of thoughts. The messenger
enters to announce the overthrow of the
state and the death of father and daughter.
The chorus asks (881), ' By what guile
o'erthrown t' The messenger replies, ' By
the common bane of kings, presents.' The
chorus asks, incredulously, 'Why, what
guile could there be (this time) in them ?'
The question really = ' Surely there could
have been in this case no guile in them.'
The messenger's answer (883, 884) has a
two-fold value ; on the one hand it expresses
sympathy with the incredulity of the chorus,
on the other it declares that, incredible as
the news may seem, it is none the less true.
Then, according to the MSS., the chorus
asks Quis cladis modus ? This is perfectly
natural; satisfied by the messenger's strenu-
ous assurances the chorus asks no more
about the fact of the calamity but passes on
to inquire its extent.

With the simplicity of all this Leo's text
compares most unfavourably. The mes-
senger is represented as passing himself
from his assurances of the correctness of his
tidings to ask, in very rhetorical fashion,
concerning the extent of the calamity he is
reporting. The question must then be
taken as = ' (but true it is and) no one knows
how far the evil will go, where it will stop.'
If we had such a text in the MSS. we might
find a parallel to it in Seneca, Medea 868,
869

nunc ira amorque causam
iunxere : quid sequetur ?

Fortunately, however, it is not necessary to
look for such justification, since, as has been
shown, the MSS. arrangement is unimpeach-
able.

CHARLES KNAPP.

BARNARD COLLEGE,
N E W YORK.

THE MOSCOW MANUSCRIPT OP COLUMELLA.

ON page 20 of the ' Wissenschaftliche
Beilage von Prof. Dr. Haussner' to the
Report of the Grossherzogliches Gymnasium
Karlsruhe for 1888-89 (Die EandschrifUiche
Ueberlieferung des L. Iun. Mod. Columella (de
re rust.) mit einer kritischen Ausgabe des X
Buches) occur the following words (italics
are mine).

' der aus dem XIV. J. stammende^ jetzt
in Moskau in der Bibliothek Demidqff liegende
codex (membr. 264 fol.) '

This important codex formed a part of
the Demidov collection, which has been
incorporated in the Library of Moscow
University. In 1779 it was collated, though,
unhappily for the tenth book alone, by
C. F. Matthaei (Lectiones Mosquenses 1779)
as Prof. Haussner states (p. 21). But
since then have occurred the Napoleonic
invasion of Russia and the burning of
Moscow ; and the Demidov Columella, like
the Demidov Propertius, is not to be found.

I owe this information to the kindness of

Professor Pokrovskij, who at the request of
Mr. E. H. Minns, Fellow of Pembroke College,
Cambridge, has recently made search
for the MS in the University Library, and
I hasten to communicate it to the Classical
Review lest the statement quoted above
should cause trouble to others in the future
or perhaps even send some scholar on a
fool's errand to Moscow.

J. P. POSTGATB.

POSTSCRIPT.

Since the above note was in type, the
first fasciculus of Lundstrom's text of
Columella has come into my hands. The
Mosquensis is described in the praefatio, as
' anno 1812 nammis deuoratus.' But I
have not suppressed my note as I gather
from the reference to the codex in Schanz
Geschichte der rom. Litteratur I F (1901)
p. 392 that its fate is not generally known.


